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Central Market: Cornerstone of the 
Lancaster Community tells the 
remarkable story of the nation’s oldest 
continuously operating public market. 
How it began. How it survived. And 
how it continues to be a vital part of 
public life in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 
 

Written by one of the nation’s leading 
experts on public markets. 

Featuring material from the Local 
Legacy Project of the Library of 
Congress. 

Told through the voices of patrons and 
visitors, both past and present. 

Illustrated with dramatic black-and-
white photographs, modern and historic. 

 

As the nation looks for ways to bring food to its 
tables that are better for the environment, 
better for small farms, and better for the 
health of communities and their 
residents, Lancaster’s Central Market serves 
as a valuable model for cities and towns 
everywhere. 
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